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Journey of Euclid’s Elements to China

The Journey of Euclid’s
- Elements to China

Chuanming Zong

In 1582, the Italian priest Matteo Ricci arrived in China
with a copy of Euclid’s Elements in his luggage. In 1606, he
and the Chinese scholar Xu Guanggqi started to translate it

into Chinese. Unfortunately, Ricci died in 1610 in Beijing.
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