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Journey of Euclid’s Elements to China

The Journey of Euclid’s
- Elements to China

Chuanming Zong

In 1582, the Italian priest Matteo Ricci arrived in China
with a copy of Euclid’s Elements in his luggage. In 1606, he
and the Chinese scholar Xu Guanggqi started to translate it

into Chinese. Unfortunately, Ricci died in 1610 in Beijing.

Chuanming Zong is  distinguished professor ]ml}zm m, in Uni

At that time they had only finished the first six Books. The
remaining seven Books were not translated into Chinese
until 250 years later, in 1857, by the British missionary
Alexander Wylie and the Chinese mathematician Li Shan-
lan. This paper tells the dramatic story.

10 Hucti

versity, 2 R. China. His email address is

Communicated by Notices Associate Editor Laura Turner. About 2,300 years ago, Euclid (330 BC-275 BC) com-
For permission to reprint this article, please contact: pleted his Xroiyeix, commonly known in English as Ele-
reprint-permissi 5.0rg. ments, one of the most important mathematical works to

DOI: https://dol.org/ 10.1090/noti2719

Juse/Juiy 2023 Nonces OF THE AMERICAN MATHEMANICAL SOCIETY 953
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